Template press release – please adapt, add your own information and quotes and change in any way to make it work for your event
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[Your country] queues up to join world-record breaking campaign to ensure sanitation and water for all
For immediate release, [date]
Campaigners in [YOUR COUNTRY/CITY] today joined tens of thousands of others in over 50 countries in a world record-breaking symbolic queue for the toilet to urge [YOUR GOVERNMENT] to tackle the national and global sanitation crisis.

Over [NUMBERS IN YOUR QUEUE] took part in the event at [your venue] to mark UN World Water Day and to stand in solidarity with the 2.6 billion people worldwide who are still waiting in line to use a safe and dignified toilet, a crisis that kills 4,000 children every day worldwide.

In [YOUR COUNTRY] the effects are profound – [add some statistics/stories from your country]. 

The event was organized by [YOUR ORGANISATION], who are calling for [ADD WHAT YOU WANT YOUR GOVERNMENT TO DO].
“ADD A QUOTE FROM YOUR SPOKESPERSON HERE”
Events in other 50 countries from America to Zimbabwe were also held today as part of a coordinated global call to action. Together, the events will make a Guinness World Record for ‘The World’s Longest Toilet Queue’.

Global organisers aim to ensure governments taking part in the first ever ‘High-Level Meeting on Sanitation and Water’ being held in Washington DC just one month later provide the money and leadership to tackle the sanitation and water crisis. [Add a reference to your Minister here if they are attending]. 
ADD INTERNATIONAL QUOTE HERE (see appendix for options)
Lack of access to clean water and basic sanitation affects more than 2.6 billion people, and kills more children than HIV/AIDS, malaria and measles combined. Over half of hospital beds in developing countries are filled with people suffering diarrhoeal illnesses; while the UN estimates that half of girls who stop attending primary school in Africa do so because of the lack of safe and private toilets. 
ENDS
For more information please contact [your media contact]
Notes to Editor: 
· More information on the World’s Longest Toilet Queue can be found at http://www.worldtoiletqueue.org 
· This global campaign event is organised by End Water Poverty, the Freshwater Action Network (FAN) and the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC).

· Information about your organisation 
Appendix 1. Key facts

National statistics 
· [Add some national statistics here]
International statistics:

· Every $1 spent on sanitation brings a $9 return by keeping people healthy and in work
· 2.2 million children die every year from causes linked to unsafe sanitation and water, including 4,000 children every day from diarrhoeal diseases alone

· Over half the hospital beds in Sub-Saharan Africa are filled with people suffering preventable diarrhoeal diseases
· Half the girls who stop attending primary school in Africa do so because of the lack of toilets.

· In Sub-Saharan Africa, an estimated 5% of GDP is lost to illnesses and deaths caused by dirty water and a lack of sanitation.

· Only 40% of international aid for sanitation and water goes to low-income countries, leaving financing gaps in countries most in need.
Appendix 2. Some international quotes you can use:
Steve Cockburn, International Campaign Coordinator, End Water Poverty:

“It’s exciting that so many people, in so many countries, are coming together to stand in solidarity with those lacking access to their most basic rights – a safe toilet and clean water. Together we can work to ensure that no child need die because of preventable illnesses like diarrhea, and no girl need miss school because they have to fetch water. It will require strong action from our political leaders, however, and it’s time they stood tall.”
Saskia Castelein, Advocacy Officer, Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council:

“We must speak out about sanitation using plain language that everybody can understand. We have the technologies, the approaches and the people to improve the world's sanitation, and we can do it, using campaigns like the World’s Longest Toilet Queue and spreading the message of Sanitation for all”
Ceridwen Johnson, Communications Manager, Freshwater Action Network:

"The World’s Longest Toilet Queue is a great opportunity, not only to raise awareness, but to express solidarity with people around the world that are committed to this issue. We're excited about how many people are organising themselves and mobilising others to take part in this record breaking visual demonstration of global outrage at the sanitation crisis"
