Sample ‘Letter to the Editor’ for World Water Day– please use and/or adapt
Please check with others in your country to coordinate who uses this
Dear Sir/Madam

Today, on World Water Day, 4,000 children will die of preventable diarrheal diseases linked to unsafe sanitation and unclean water. Millions of girls will be kept out of school, and women will be forced to spend hours every day fetching water.

But it doesn’t have to be like this – this neglected crisis can also be an opportunity to tackle global poverty. Having access to a safe toilet and clean water are not only human rights; they are the building blocks of human and economic development. 

By ensuring that every person has access to their most basic rights we can prevent children dying needlessly, get girls into school and ensure communities can be far more economically productive. The UN estimates that every $1 invested in sanitation and water receives an $8 economic return.
Today around the world tens of thousands of people in over 55 countries are coming together to form The World’s Longest Toilet Queue  to demand action for the 2.6 billion people who are still waiting for their right to a safe toilet and clean water to be realized. To win the fight against poverty, we need our leaders to listen and act.

Yours sincerely

[Your name and organization]

If you wish you can have this letter co-signed by

Steve Cockburn, International Campaign Coordinator, End Water Poverty

Saskia Castelein, Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council

Joe Gomme, Freshwater Action Network

